
Perkins+Will
Precautionary List

We believe it is our responsibility to apply the Precautionary
Principle when selecting and specifying products and 
materials…
with the understanding that we live in a world without 
scientific certainty.

1600 employees/ 23 offices
3rd largest/ #2



“ Depletion of the environment 
and impairment of human 

health are the symptoms of a 
poorly designed and 

functionally flawed industrial 
production and consumption 

economy…“

Kenneth Geiser, PhD

Uilding materials are not regulated



Globalization of supply chain
Raw material depletion
Shifting to cradle to cradle
Changing feedstocks



“But as long as the man is not disabled it is 
felt that he should not be told of his 
condition so that he can live and work in 
peace and the company can benefit by his 
many years of experience.”

- Dr. Kenneth Smith, medical director, on the 
policy of not informing workers of their work-
related disease

Late Lessons from Early Warnings 

Joe Darabant, JM worker
Photo by Ravanesi © 2000

Consider asbestos - late lessons from early warnings
A different point
There is a tendency to trivialize health issues – distance between people in fenceline communities and end users/ lack of scientific 
certainty/ resentment of paying today for yesterdays decisions – late lessons



“…we can train 
ourselves to think 
differently - to 
develop an innate 
flight instinct when 
confronted by…
a shampoo that 
contains 
methylparaben, or
a garden chair made 
from tropical wood.” 

Radical transparency has arrived.

 “Radical transparency converts the chains that link every product and its multiple impacts — carbon footprints, chemicals 
of concern, treatment of workers and the like — into a force that counts in sales.” This idea of transparency, dubbed “Radical 
Transparency” by the author Daniel Goleman, is a term of art; but it is likely to separate winners and losers in the business world…
just look at this book .. business is transforming before our eyes in ways that have resonance for both the health care industry and 
the construction industry…I want to just share a few examples…



Look at this cover story on FIJI water; 



CORE
BUSINESS

Take Action

Take Ownership

Take Interest

OWNERSHIP – These are impacts that can be directly traced to your operations.  It is now possible to measure and manage these, 
and the world should demand no less.
ACTION -  These are impacts that you contribute to and have a PARTICULAR PROBLEM SOLVING COMPETENCE.
INTEREST – these are distant ripple effects, and you have special competence to ameliorate them.  You channel your efforts through 
other interested parties.



  Adipic acid, hexamethlyene diamine, caprolactam, sulfuric acid, fertilizers, 
titanium dioxide, ethylene vinyl acetate latex, styrene, butadiene, 
fluorocarbons, sulfonated polymeric aromatics, quaternary ammonium 
phosphate, aluminum trihydrate, sulfonated mono- and di-azo aromatics, 
benzene or anthraquinone based quarternary ammonium derivitives, 
sulfonated aromatics, ethoxylated amines, alkyl phenol ethoxylates, dialkyl 
suffosuccinates, phosphated alcohols, fatty amine ethyloxylates, 
ethyloxylated fatty acids, sulfonated hydrocarbons, quaternary fatty amine 
ethoxylates, inorganic phosphates such as monosodium phosphate, 
ammonium sulfate, ammonia, acetic acid, citric acid, etc., sodium 
thiosulfate, EDTA, ethylene diamine tetra acetic acid, polyethylene, acrylic 
latices, butyl cellosolve, surfactants, sulfonated mono- and di-azo 
aromatics, benzene or anthrquinone based quarternary ammonium 
derivitives, sulfonated aromatics, alkyl phenol ethoxylates, dialkyl 
sulfosuccinates, phosphated alcohols, fatty amine ethyloxyltes, 
ethylixylated fatty acids, sulfonated hydrocarbons, quarternary fatty amine 
ethoxylates, inorganic phosphates such as monosodium phosphate, 
ammonium sulfate, ammonia, acetic acid, citric acid, etc., sodium 
thiosulfate, EDTA, ethylene diamine tetra acetic acid.



transparency.perkinswill.com

MSDS – inaccurate, incomplete,
Database flawed – no info risky, wrong is dangerous







• Halogenated Flame Retardants
• PVC
• Mercury
• CFC’s 
• HCFC’s 
• Neoprene (chloroprene) 
• Cadmium 
• Chlorinated Polyethylene and 

Chlorosulfonated Polyethlene21 
• Wood treatments containing 

Creosote, Arsenic or 
Pentachlorophenol 

• Polyurethane 
• Lead 22 
• Phthalates 





“The underlying problem is that 
thousands of different chemicals, 
many of them well recognized to 
be hazardous, are allowed by the 
federal government to become 
components of building materials. 

Although the primary stated 
purposes of the Green Building 
Council are to promote both 
energy efficiency and human 
health, even the Council’s most 
prestigious Platinum award does 
little to ensure that hazardous 
chemicals are kept out of the 
certified buildings.”  

“Although the U.S. Green Building Council’s LEED certification program has effectively encouraged energy efficiency in buildings, 
tighter buildings often concentrate chemicals …”

“The underlying problem is that thousands of different chemicals, many of them well recognized to be hazardous, are allowed by 
the federal government to become components of building materials. Very few of these chemicals have been tested to identify their 
toxicity, environmental fate or the danger they pose to human health. 

Although the primary stated purposes of the Green Building Council are to promote both energy efficiency and human health, even 
the Council’s most prestigious Platinum award does little to ensure that hazardous chemicals are kept out of the certified 
buildings.”  

What do we need? 
 We need to signal the markets that it is unacceptable to fill our “green buildings” with hazardous chemicals that will derail our 
energy efficiency and energy independence goals.
We need disclosure – building materials manufacturer’s have patent protection for “trade secrets.”


