
Construction Specialties, Inc.

• Design, develop & sell Architectural building 
products.

• Privately held, founded in 1948
• 30 locations in 19 countries
• Worldwide revenues of $300 million & staff of 

~1,600
• 12 product/product lines Cradle-to-Cradle 

Certified Silver
• 1 product, Acrovyn 4000, Cradle-to-Cradle Gold



Our “wake up call”



“Anything that changes your values 
changes your behavior.”

George Sheehan
Runner, Philosopher, Author

I’m not certain whether our values changed or that LEED provides a means by which our values are actualized.



“The really great thing about buildings is 
that they’re the one universally central 
point  where 90% of all human activity 
takes place and the cure begins.  Here, 
change isn’t dependent upon larger 
societal behaviors or preferences; it’s 
dependent upon building design and 
materials.”   



Manage all of our environmental aspects and impacts 
within a world class standard:

We have a lot to keep track of and without structure and accountability we’d soon lose our way.
For us that means ISO 14001 is the framework through which we manage what we’re doing, audit it and continue to improve upon 
what we did yesterday.
Being audited and scrutinized by World Class auditors keeps us grounded.



Construction Specialties Chemicals Policy
As recommended by Clean Production’s 

Business-NGO Working Group

A Google search will reveal that there are 50,000 to 60,000 chemicals/combinations influencing our lives.  But only 1/2 of 1% have 
been looked at by EPA.
Regulation alone is never enough answer to such problems.
Industry must take responsible action. 







Challenges of getting toxics of our 
products

• Internal – lack of consistent consensus
• Moving forward & backward at the same 

time
– New Product Development: informed and 

convinced
– MBDC review of existing

• Alternatives are available, but…



Strathmore Performing Arts 
Center

Bethesda, MD





Perkins-Will Precautionary List
Radical Transparency

• Bisphenol A (BPA)
• Phthalates
• Chlorinated Polyethylene (CPE)
• CPVC
• Chloroprene (2-Chlor-1, 3-Butadine)
• Chlorosulfonated Polyethylene (CSPE)
• PVC
• Halogenated & Brominated Flame 

Retardants
• Polystyrene
• Polyurethane Foam
• Urea-Formaldehyde
• VOC
• Cadmium

• Copper (exterior)
• Hexalavent Chromium (V1)
• Lead
• Mercury
• Organostannic Compound
• Bromochlorodifluorocmethane
• Chloroforocarbon (CFC)
• Hydrochloroforocarbon (HCFC)
• Perflurocarbons (PFC)
• Arsenic
• Creosote
• Pentachlorophenol



We created and developed the Wall Protection business in the late 60’s and these are the oldest of our catalog covers I could find.

We used the best product of the times.  PVC.

And continued to use it exclusively until 2004 when we added a non-pvc material to the line.

We’re now moving away from PVC all together and by mid-year, or earlier as need tooling comes on line, will sell only a PETG PBT-free product.





TSCA Reform
• The need for environmentally responsible building products is estimated 

to be $10 billion per year.  The market awaits.
• Availability of info for new product development will shorten time to 

market entry.
• Information available without each having to pay/gather on their own will 

reduce cost of R&D.
• Availability of new materials
• Buildings are at the forefront.  90% of what we do takes place in a 

building. 
– Furnishings & building materials act on our indoor environment.
– Environmentally responsible design is chemically responsible design. 

• Outcome & behavior cannot be separated; it’s not just about products
• Public discussion = public education = market change & market pulls 

business forward.



Influencing beyond our borders:
Working with our suppliers in the Far East we asked that they implement 

ISO 14001 as their environmental management system.



Extend the boundaries


