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Agenda 

• Rating systems and indices  

• The right tool for the right job (CHA, LCA, RA) 

• Full Disclosure 

• Policy Initiatives 
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Building Products 

• Pharos database 

 Pharos is not a 
certification or label 

 Information for 
consumers and 
builders  

 Subscription basis 
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Retailers/Manufacturers 

• GreenWERCS tool  

 Software platform to quickly and 
easily assess product formulations 
based on industry and/or user-
defined “green” criteria 

 Supports buyers in retail 
organizations to find chemical 
intensive products – Wal-Mart as 
initial driver 
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Consumer Products 

• Good Guide 

  Own load app at ITunes 

 Look for health, 
environmental and 
social scores 

 Select filters 
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US EPA DfE:  Chemical Alternatives 

Assessment 
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Need a Structured Decision Logic 

• Don’t just count H’s (or M’s or L’s) ….. 



Comparative Chemical Hazard Assessment 
(CHA) – Focus on Chemical Hazard 

• Green Screen for Safer Chemicals 

 Program of Clean Production Action 

 Based on USEPA DfE Chemical 
Alternatives Assessment method 

 How it Works: 

 Classify the Hazards 

 Apply the Benchmarks (4) 

 1 = bad 

 4 = good  

 Make informed decisions about the 
chemical and its transformation products 
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Green Screen for Alternatives 
Assessment: Championed by HP 

 
• Green Screen is the tool that  

HP is using for alternatives  
assessment when replacing a  
restricted substance 

• Green Screen enables  
identification of better materials,  
not just minimum acceptable 

• Green Screen results are only part of decision 

• Still must meet performance and cost targets 

• Green Screen is well suited for electronics supply chain 

• Especially since results are easy to use 

• HP will continue to use Risk Assessment, LCA, and Carbon 
Footprint tools as appropriate 

 

 

 



The Right Tool for the Right Job 
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Uses of Risk Assessment 

•Environmental regulations 

• Hazard assessment is necessary, 

but not sufficient for regulatory 

decisions  

• Volume, exposure potential, etc. 

are critical 

 

•Ensure Safety of Formulated Product 

• Very valuable once a product has 

been formulated 
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Uses of Hazard Assessment 
1. Downstream users (e.g. retailers) 

2. Designing Greener Products and Processes 

3. Prioritizing chemicals for reduction or phase-out  

– From any phase in product life cycle (e.g. manufacturing, 
product design) 

– From the whole supply chain 

4. Selecting safer alternatives for … 

– Chemicals that are banned or restricted by regulations 

– Chemicals that have a negative public perception 

– Chemicals that are restricted by downstream users 
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Of Concern Improved Sustainable 

Continuum of  Improvement 



Uses of Life Cycle Assessment 

•Compares Range of Environmental 
Effects 

• Identify environmental burdens 
and “hot spots” 

• Compare effects of system 
changes 

 

•Does not Ensure Safety of 
Formulated Product 

• Does not go deeply into 
toxicology of products 

• Higher level view of inputs and 
outputs 
• Not good with small quantities of 

chemicals or materials in a product 
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Health Product Declaration (HPD)  
Building Products Initiative 
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Supplementing the EPD 
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Public Policy 

• EU REACH, RoHS, Cosmetics Directive 

• NY Environmental Conservation Law (Sec. 
35-0107) 

• Proposed Legislation from 2010 - 

 Safe Cosmetics Act (HR 5786) 

 Toxic Chemicals Safety Act (HR 5820) 

 Household Product Labeling Act (S 1697) 

 California Consumer Right to Know Act 
(SB 928) 

 California Green Chemistry Initiative (AB 
1879) 

 WA State Children’s Safe Products Act 

 

-- More 
responsibility for 
knowing chemical 
content (especially 
knowing what’s not 
in the product) 
-- More 
responsibility for 
end-of-life 
management 
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